
 

 

Oyster Bay Environmental Report December 2020 

Sand Overrunning Brander Street and the Slang River Mouth 

Environmental Cleaning and Rehabilitation Actions During 2020 

 

1 Introduction 
The sand removal actions of 2020 were very successful with the help of Kouga Municipality 
who provided machines and the funds to do the work. 
 

 
 



 
2. Sand removal from Brander Street, homes and stands 

The sand had built up again since last year’s work and had to be removed again as part of 
the maintenance program. 
 The sand in front of three houses was cleared away and ten other properties that were 
totally covered in sand were reclaimed. The sand was moved towards the sea and an 
embankment was built on the high-water line.  

 



 
Recently we constructed trenches to catch the sand so that the blown sand will reach 
houses and properties at a slower rate. We also created sloping walk-down areas to the sea. 
The sea reclaims some of the sand at high tide and spring tide. 

3. Rehabilitation 
The Kouga Environmental Specialist informed OBRA that plants for the purpose of 
rehabilitation had been procured and that planting should start soon. Irrigation will also be 
installed to support growth. 

4. Slang River Mouth 
During August we had 250 mm of rain within three days in the catchment area of the Slang 
River. Last year before December we arranged that the flow of the Slang River be diverted 
closer to the main dune south of the Slang River. 
 

 
 



 
We were warned by the farmers that the water was on its way. We had the machines on site 
because we had planned to make the river-mouth opening more effective. 
The temporary outlet we had created before December 2019 had been closed again by the 
sand blown over the main dune by the westerly wind. 
We immediately went to open this outlet before the flood-water hit us. We were on the last 
bucket when the flood-water overflowed the catchment area we had created last year. 
 

 



 

 
The water then ran down to the sea and created a channel of approximately 80m. 

 
The flood-water was running very close to the houses and the next day we created a new 
outlet next to the main dune. We closed the other outlet with the bulldozer and the water 
then flowed next to the main dune and created a new river mouth of about 30m wide  
  



 
The flood water removed about 20 000 cub m in that area in the weeks that followed. 
During this time, the bulldozer was also buried in the wet sand. The farmers and other 
residents came with their knowledge and equipment and the bulldozer was recovered  twice 
before it was on hard ground again. 

  

 

 
5. Other work also completed 

• The braai area and parking area at the beach entrance were again cleared of wind-
blown sand. 

• The temporary entrance to the sea was again cleared for farm vehicles going to the 
point. 

• Roads were repaired and more concrete strips for storm-water protection were cast. 



 

• A concrete drive was created in Seekat Street down to Brander Street at the steeply 
angled section next to Uitstekend.  

• Maintenance work was done on the steps at the rocks and to the shop. 
• The potholes in the tarred road were repaired. 

Appreciation 

We would like to thank Kouga Municipality and specifically Nomvelo Siwela, Christa Venter 
and Willie Botha for their support in making all this possible. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Joe Meyer (OBRA) 

0832646204 


